Cumberland Education Foundation (CEF)
Grant Guidelines
1. Applicant Eligibility
Cumberland School Department administrators, faculty, support personnel, and club/activity
supervisor to an academic oriented program may apply for funding to support enrichment
projects that benefit Cumberland Public School students. Collaboration across classrooms,
grades, disciplines and schools is strongly encouraged.
2. Project Eligibility
CEF will award grants for proposals that focus on traditional academic subjects, visual and
performing arts, STEAM, and those that promote community/cultural learning experiences. In
addition, CEF will look at grant proposals that:
-employ innovative methods or techniques to inform and educate
-show the most promise of significantly enhancing the educational process
-have a direct and immediate impact on the largest number of students
-yield materials or processes that will benefit future students
CEF grants are not intended to replace or relieve the existing responsibility for public funding of
schools nor are they intended to be a substitute for normal budget growth and maintenance.
These may include: compensation shortfalls, capital improvements, professional development
opportunities that are outside the district or not tied to the curriculum, equipment purchases that
are not part of a specific project, and the ongoing maintenance of existing curriculum programs.
3. Application Process
Applicants should develop their proposal idea. Next, they should review proposals with
administration to ensure they are in line with the district’s goals and specific school objectives.
Applicants are encouraged to discuss proposals with colleagues and solicit their feedback and
support for participation in the grant proposal. Applicants must complete the grant application
and have their building administrator endorse the application. Applications can be submitted via
google form.
4. Application Evaluation
The CEF Board will review grant applications based on the criteria outlined. The Grant
Evaluation Rubric is provided. All applications should comply with the following:

The application must be complete and comply with deadlines. It should be a clearly typed
presentation and include the appropriate forms. The applications should be clearly written and
understood by non-educators. It must include all authorizing signatures. The proposal should
demonstrate creativity and innovation in educational programming. Proposals may seed an
initiative that can be replicated in other schools or grades, promising to benefit students in future
years. If programs include a request for equipment funding, the application should detail an
educational program in which the equipment would be used. All technological hardware
requests need to be pre-approved by the Cumberland School Department Director of
Information Technology. The proposals should not seek retroactive funding for an existing
program.

Cumberland Education Foundation
Grant Application Rubric
Grading Criteria
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